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Animal Welfare

During the past 30-40 years there has been a gt
recognition within the modern Western culture o
animals as ethical subjects.
The most visible result of this is the different kinds of
legislation passed to protect animals from (unnecessar
suffering due to human actions
Today the welfare of animals is considered a legitimate
ethical concern to raise in connection with human use
of animals
There are two main interpretations of the concept of
welfare in the ethical debate

® The narrow pc"rspecti\'e

® The broad perspective

The narrow perspective

The basic ethical difference is between joy/happiness
and pain/suffeting

Thus it is prima facie ethically wrong to act in way that
produces experiences of negative mental states

All beings capable of experiencing mental states are
ethical subjects

Negative mental states in an animal can be justified by
an at least equeal raise in positive mental states in other
beings

The expetience itself is unimportant. Only the effect on
beings capable of experiencing mental states counts




Blind hens The broad petspective

N()t <)nl 7 the mental states of the individual, but also
nces that induce them are ethically important

Whether an animals s ot not, it should be allowed

to fulfill its species specific behaviour

Birds should fly and dogs should sniff strangers in the

groin, whether they know the difference or not

There is an underlying ideal of naturalness

There is debate whether changes in behaviout could
legitimately be induced by humans

Thete is an undetlying ideal of naturalness — but a
debate on the interpretation of naturalness

Blind hens What is animal integrity?

The idea of animal integrity plays an increasing role in
the debate about biotechnological manipulation of
animals
Together with the concept of naturalness it can be
understood as terms capturing the ethical concerns
hidden under the label "Other moral concerns”

m There are two main interpretations of the concept of
integrity in the ethical debate

m The "scientific " perspective

® The " philosophical " perspective

The great chain of belng

The scientific perspective

m Integrity understood as physical naturalness
= Genetic integtity
m BEvolution vs. human interference (especially GM)
® Behavioral integrity

tight to procreate naturally and to be a result of
natural procreation

m Encompasses not only the individual, but also
the species




The philosophical perspective
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The concept of integrity understood as expressing the
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us we ate not alone

The term “Bioreactor” is a symptom of the problem

Integrity expresses an ethical experience of
untouchableness

Welfare and integrity Old wine on new bottles

m Ethical concerns about welfare does not exclude m Are the ethical concerns about farm animal
concerns about integrity cloning qualitatively different from other ethical
m Sometimes they come into conflict — should concerns about human use of farm animals?
welfare or integrity be protected? m Only a few seem genuinly new — the rest is old
= Blind hens wine on new bottles
m GM/cloning for disease resistance m So why discuss cloning especially, when we — ot
m Can be seen as opposite points of departure most of us — have accepted it already?
m Welfate: Do what you want, but no pain ® There are many historical exp Inanations, but
® Integrity: Do nothing, unless justified most importantly, cloning might just be:




The straw that broke the camel’s back

m Intensive farming of crocodiles is a new ventute, but it
represents an old w >, now done to one more creature. By
contrast, whoev d wild animals to per:
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= Cooper, I E. (1998): Intervention, humility and animal ini Holland, Allan &

ohnson, Andrew (eds.) g apma 1all, London, s. 145-155.

The ethical concerns about farm
animal cloning might not be
dismissed by pointing to their
familiarity, but on the contrary
become an occasion to re-evaluate

already existing practices




